Exercise on Education

The following essay is about 550 words long. Upload it to http://www.readability.info to check its reading level. Then cut it to 250 words and upload it again. Can you bring the reading level down by at least one grade?

It’s Your Choice

It’s your first day on the job, and here’s your first task. Your boss hands you a cheque, made out to you, for $735,800.

“Tear it up,” says your boss.

That’s what you’re doing if you never go to school beyond grade 12. According to Statistics Canada, the average 2001 income was $25,671 for British Columbians with grade 12 only, or just a couple of post-secondary courses. Over a 40-year working life, that means you’d make just over $1 million.

But if you go into the work force with a university degree, your lifetime income will average $735,800 more. Your work is more likely to be interesting and secure, and you’ll have more choices about when and how you do your job.

So if you skip post-secondary, you’re not just losing all that money—you’re working in boring, insecure jobs, where someone else is always giving you orders. You’re losing control over your own life.

In effect, the more education you have, the more choices you have. So how do you maximize your choices as you leave high school?

Start by going from grade 12 into academic post-secondary courses, whether at university or at your local community college. That gives you three choices: go on to more university, switch to a career program after a year or two, or go into the work force, with the option of returning to school later.

Suppose you decide after a year or two of academic courses that you want some practical job training. Many college career programs now require a year or two of academic coursework before they’ll even consider you. So you have more programs to choose from, and a better chance to be accepted.

If you take your academic courses in college, you can transfer to university – and you’ll have saved money by taking that first year or two at lower tuition fees.

But what if you settle for a college diploma in some career field? StatsCan says your average income will be about $33,000, or $1.3 million over your working life. That’s less than you’d get with a BA, but still pretty good (especially if you love the job). And many career programs now offer degrees as well, in fields like business administration and tourism management. So you still have plenty of choices.

You even have the choice of working while studying part-time for a certificate or degree – and once you’ve got your degree, you may head back to college for a career-program certificate and some job-specific skills that will equip you for a wider range of careers.

Sometimes we don’t have all the choices we’d like: We’re not rich enough, we’re not interested in academic study, we’re living in the wrong place, we’ve got family commitments. Even so, if you think seriously about what you want to do with your life, you’ll realize you do have at least some options. Which one to take? The one that reduces your future choices, or the one that increases them?

It’s your choice.

